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To THE 


ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. 


I Cannot ſuppreſs my indignation, at being 
obliged to read that wretched compoſi- 
tion of dullneſs and inconſiſtency, ſent to all 
churches and chapels under the denomination 
of a Prayer for his Majeſty's recovery. De- 
voutly as that event is wiſhed for by all 
ranks, orders, and degrees of men; how diſſa- 
tisfied muſt they feel themſelves, when they 
find ſuch languid ſupplicationg put into their 
mouths, expreſſed in language which would 
have much better ſuited the days of Edward 
the VIth, than the enlightened æra in which 
we live. But why do I diſgrace the venera- 
ble prelates who compiled our Engliſh li- 
A 2 turgy, 


iS 


turgy, by comparing their prayers with that 
which is the ſubject of our preſent diſcuſſion, 


and is only remarkable for its inelegance and 
abſurdity. 


Were ſuch a theme as the reſtoration of our 
Sovereign to his former health and happineſs, 
given to a Weſtminſter ſchool-boy, as a ſub- 
ject to declaim upon; were his production 
as inanimate, and ungramaticgl, as the prayer 
publiſhed with your Grace's ſanction, I am 


very well perſuaded he would undergo. a. 


ſevere literary or corporal puniſhment; eſpe- 
cially if Dr. Markham, your worthy coad- 
jutor, occupied the place which he did for- 
merly. On this account I hope that our En- 
gliſh newſpapers are not diſperſed in Gath, 
nor publiſhed in the ſtreets of Aſkelon, for 
they gravely aſſure us, that the two Archbi- 
ſhops, and four of the Right Reverend Bench, 
met in ſolemn conclave, and this prayer was 
the reſult of their united deliberations ! 


Would 
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Would to God, that only thoſe men were 


onda! to dignified ſtations in our church, 
who were eminent for their learning and piety; 
that their continuance in thoſe ſtations de- 
pended on the exertion of their abilities in its 
ornament and defence; then, and not till then, 
will the beſt eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment in the 
world be the moſt ably ſupported, and we 
ſhall not have to lament, as we do at preſent, 
that its chief, if not its only excellence, is to 
be attributed to its original conſtitution. 


But the compoſition itſelf is not the only 
objection to this important prayer; the charge 
of heterodoxy may very fairly be urged 
| againſt it. 

« May it pleaſe thee to remove from him 
« the viſitation with which for the puniſhment 


of our tranſgreſſion, Thou haſt ſeen it good 
do afflict him.“ 


I have heard, my Lord, that the ſin of 
Adam is imputable to his offspring; and our 


reformers 


) 
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reforrfiers thought it neceſſary to let this ſtan 
amongſt other articles of our Chriſtian faith. 
Though I am inclined to think from its being 
fo ſeldom referted to in the book of Common 
Prayer, and ſo rarely enforced in the preſent 
day, by either Biſhops, Prieſts or Deacons, 
that, upon a reviſion, this doctrine would be 
omitted. Be that as it may, your Grace 'has 
amended the matter with a vengeance, and 
viſited the ſins of the children upon their fa- 
ther—the king being undoubtedly the father 
of his people. That the impurity of the 
fountain may contaminate the ſtreams, is re- 
concileable with common ſenſe; but that the 
ſtreams ſhould infe& their ſource, requires 
ſome ſophiſtry to demonſtrate. This reminds 
me of the fable of the wolf, who quarrelled 
with the innocent lamb for making the water 
muddy, though he drank at a conſiderable 
diſtance from the wolf, and at a much greater 
from the fountain whence it flowed. 


Perhaps you might have had this fa- 
ble in your remembrance when the prayer 
was 


('F-') 
was compoſed, or a calamity may have be- 
fallen your Grace by a derangement of your 
faculties, for whoſe ſins I know not, but fin- 


cerely hope, that it is not for thoſe of the in- 
ferior clergy. 


But it is my duty as a ſon of that church, 
of which, next to his Majeſty, your Grace 1s 
the ſupreme head; if I cannot find an abſolute 
excuſe for dullneſs and heterodoxy, to do all in 
my power towards an alleviation of thoſe evils 
of which the people under your paſtoral care 
ſo heavily complain. Arduous as the taſk 
1s, I will however attempt it, leſt the gold of 
human learning having become dim, and the 

bright gold of ſound divinity changed, the 
hearts of both Prince and people ſhould be 
ſad, and that without hopes of recovery. | 


Your Grace has been recently advanced to 
the archiepiſcopal chair, from ſitting in one 
much inferior at the Duke of Marlborough's 
table, and one ſtill more ſubordinate at Glou- 

'ceſter ; 


ER 

ecſter; conſequently you have not had many 
opportunities, if any, of publiſhing prayers 
on public occaſions. You may have had it in 
contemplation to venture this, as your firſt 
performance, that your future improvement 
may be the more viſible. If this be the caſe, 
which I ſincerely hope it is, we ſhall all have 
occaſion to rejoice, that your<Grace forms a 
contraſt to one of your predeceſſors now with 
God, of whom the great Warburton: ſarcaſti- 
cally remarked, —« That Secker's prayers 
« were like Cibber's Odes, the laſt always the 
* worſt,” 


Lonvpon, 
November, 17, 1788. 
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LETTER 1. 


ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. 


VV HEN I did myſelf the hanour of ani- 
madverting on your Grace's prayer for 


his Majeſty's recovery, I did not imagine that 
I ſhould fo ſoon have occaſion to reſume the 


correſpondence on the ſame . ſubject ; but as 
the publication of prayers ſeems to be com- 
ing into faſhion, I think that they are very 
fair ſubjects for approbation or cenſure; 1 
ſhall accordingly uſe the freedom of an 
Engliſhman, and give you my ſentiments on 
one now before me, compoſed by the Jewiſh 
High Prieſt, and delivered with great fervour. 
at the Synagogue laſt Saturday.---It ſeems 
that the Jews have notions of praying, equal, 

B at 


(10.3 
at leaſt, if not ſuperior to that of Chriſtians, 
their devotions being accompanied with alms- 
giving. Like Cornelius the Centurion, their 


alms and their prayers form one ſacrifice, and | 


go up for a memorial before God. 


On the peruſal of this prayer, I was very 
much mortified by comparing it with that 
publiſhed by the High Prieſt of the eſtabliſhed 
church—The marks of true devotion—the 
dignified language—the ſcriptutal references— 
the grammatical propriety of the one, are 
fo apparent, when contraſted with the other, 
that 1 ſincerely recommend it to your Grace 
to ſubſtitute one for the other. Exchange, 
they ſay, is no robbery, therefore ſend the 
Chriſtian prayer to the ſynagogue, and adopt 
that of the Jews in our churches, In point 
of doctrine, there is. very little difference, 
though thEre is in the compoſition. Nay, 
excepting the concluſion of your own prayer, 
which implies your belief in a Mediator, 
the Ifraclites has the preference even here; 

for 
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for he does not inculcate that abſurd article of 
faith, that fathers are puniſhable for the ini- 
quities of their children. Indeed, ſince my 
laſt letter, a new thoyght has ſuggeſted itſelf. 
As this prayer was compoſed at the expreſs” 
command of the Privy Council, where the 
Lord Chancellor has ſome power, it is poſ- 
ſible that the petition alluded to, might have 
been inſerted at his Lordſhip's inſtigation, 
being very good law, though very bad divi- 
nity. According to the conſtitution of Eng- 
land, the King can do no wrong—ergo, he muſt 
be afflicted unjuſtly, unleſs a cauſe is found in 
the tranſgreſſion of his ſubjects. 
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I ſhall now inſert the two Prayers in diſtin 
columns, that the public may determine on the 
\ propriety of the preceding remarks. 


O merciful 
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Chriftian High Prieſt. 


0 Merciful God, in 
whoſe hands are the iſſues of 
life and death, pccept, we 
beſeech thee, the ſupplica- 
tions of thy ſervants who 
call upon thee in this time 


of their trouble. 


We acknowledge, that 
for our manifold fins and 
wickedneſs, we are moſt 
worthy to receive thy chaſ- 
tiſement. But thou, 0 
God, in thy wrath, thinkeſt 
upon mercy. Vouchſafe, 
therefore, to hear the pray- 
ers of thy people, who with 
contrite hearts turn unto 
thee, Let thy merciful 
goodneſs regard their pe- 
titions, which they offer 
unto thy Divine Majeſty, 
in behalf of our Sovereign 
Lord the King, and thy 
people committed to his 
care. May it pleaſe thee to 
remove from him the viſi- 
tation *with which, for the 
puniſhment of our tranſ- 
grefſion, thou haſt ſeen it 
good to offlit him. Let 


— 
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Jewiſh High Prieft, 


HE that diſpenſeth ſalva- 
tion unto Kings, and domi - 
nion unto Princes; who de- 
livered his ſervans David 
from the deſtrutive ſword ; 
who maketh a way in the 
ſeas, and a path in the mighty 
waters; may that God bleſs, 
preſerve, guard, afliſt, ex- 
alt, and highly aggrandize 
our moſt gracious Sovereign 
Lord King George! 


— 


{ 
May the ſupreme King of 
Kangs, through his mercies, 


which are infinite, grant 


him long life, preſerve and 
deliver him from all man- 
ner of trouble and danger! 
may he be pleaſed to ſend 
the King a perfect cure, to 
heal and ſtrengthen him! 


We beſeech the Supreme 
Being to remember his juſt 
and pious actions, ſo that 
they may intercede in his 
behalf, and cauſe all his 
pain to be removed from 
him. 
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COMET: 


thy gracious Providence 
guard and ſapport him. 
Give a hleſſing to the means 
uſed for his recovery : re- 
ſtore him, we pray thee, to 
his formerhealth, and grant 
that he may continue, by 
his piety and wiſdom, to 
maintain among us the bleſ- 
ſings of true religion, civil 
liberty, and public peace, 
till it -ſhall pleaſe thee to 
call him, full of years, and 
rich in good works, unto 
thy heavenly kingdom. 


Extend, O Lord, thy 
mercies to the Queen, the 
Prince of Wales, and all 
the Royal Family; be ſa- 
vourable and gracious to 
them, and hide not thy face 
from them in their afflic- 
tion, Let thy heavenly 
grace guide and direct them, 
and may they receive from 
thy Holy Spirit thoſe conſo- 
lations which thoa only canſt 
beſtow. | 

Finally, we entreat thee, 
that we, who now cry unto 
thee in our diſtreſs, may in 


O Lord God! webeſerch 
thee now to heal our Lord 
the King, as thou didſt heal 
Hezekiah King of Judah. 
Raiſe him from the bed of 
ſickneſs, lengthen his days, 
and grant him a life of 
blefling, health, and mercy ; 
as it is written, Prov. ii. 


2. For length of days, and 


long lift and peace, fall 
they add to ebee. 


May the Almighty God 

be pleaſed, in his mercy, to 
remove all pain, trouble, 
and anxiety from our gra- 
cious Queen Charlotte, his 
Royal Highneſs George 
Prince of Wales, and alf 
the Royal Family, ſo that 
they may ſoon rejoice in the 
recovery of our moſt gra- 
cious Sovereign! Amen, 
Selah. 


( 14 ) 
thy good time be enabled 
to give thanks unto thee in 
thy holy place; for that 
thou va regarded the pe- 
titions of thy ſervants, and 
reſtored our Sovereign to 
the ardent prayers of his 
people. Grant this, O 
Lord, for Jeſus Chriſt's 
ſake, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen. 


Upon the compariſon, your Grace may per- 
ceive that this Prayer of the Jews is greatly 
ſuperior to that which the inferior clergy 
are obliged to read in the reſpective pariſh 
churches —You will alſo condeſcend to re- 
mark that this is only a tranſlation from the 


original Hebrew. It is an old obſervation, 
that a tranſlation is always inferior to the ori- 


ginal, and that only thoſe ſubjects are benefite d 
by it, who undergo a change, not from darkneſs 
to light, but from one Biſhopric to another. 
Your Grace is on the pinnacle of preferment 
to which many look up ; and when thus ele- 
vated, very few look down upon thoſe who 


were once in ſtation and dignity their equals, 
at 


* wy * n — 5 = pt 2 
C "_ 


T 
| 
I 
J 
: 
| 
| 
j 


( 15 ) 
at /eaft, and continue to be their ſuperiors in 
every other reſpect. This being the caſe 
with modern eccleſiaſtics, L cannot aſpire to 
the diſtinguiſhed honour of your Grace's no- 
tice; and I may preſume the higheſt favour 
you will confer on theſe pages is, that they will 
be thrown by amongſt other waſte papers, or 
perhaps they may be diſtinguiſhed by lingeing 


a fowl in your Grace's kitchen, 


LonDron, 


November 19, 1788, 
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Ta THE 


ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. 


FF is naturally expected from thoſe, who are 
exalted to any dignity in church or ſtate, 
that they ſhould devote their time and talents 
to the conſcientious diſcharge of their different 
functions. Modern times produce many in- 
ſtances to the contrary, in the former of theſe 
eſtabliſhments; as we ſee thoſe who were good 
philoſophers and divines, previous to their ad- 
vancement, degenerate into mere drones af- 
terwards.—Sermons and philoſophical tracts 
have, much to their honour, been publiſhed 
by a few of the Right Reverend Bench, and 
contrary to the general practice of Courts, the 
authors have met with the deſerved promo- 
tion 


( 37-1 
tion.— When this does happen, great credit 
is reflected upon thoſe more immediately con- 
cerned, and the many are led to wiſh that ſuch 
aualifications were always the road to prefer- 
ment. — We ſhould not then hear biſhops 
I preach in a manner that would diſgrace even 
ſchool boys to read. Native dullneſs would 
never be adorned with the mitre and lawn; 
and thoſe deſigned for the meaneſt mechanical 
employments, would never riſe to the moſt 
valuable ſtations in the Chriſtian church. 
Weavers of worſted would never be ſuffered 
to change their occupations for that of preach- 


ers of ſermons. 


But of the few, my Lord, who really have 
deſerved this promotion, what can we ſay to 
their ſubſequent conduct. Do we ſee any new 
exertions of genius—any freſh examples of 
piety and learning? One would really ima- 
gine that a powerful narcotic was adminiſtered 
to our biſhops on taking their ſeats in the 
Houſe of Lords, which conduced to their fu- 
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re- kindled, and its lambent flame has appeared 1 


63189) f 
ture ſtupidity and liſtleſſneſs. Indeed the la-. W 
tent piety of ſome of their Lordſhips has been 


in ſeconding the wretched plan of a Glou- 
ceſter Printer, in promoting Sunday Schools, 2 
and what they were not at the trouble to in- Y 
vent, they have been at the pains to recom- 
mend, in the triennial compoſitions of dull 3 
advice given to their parochial clergy, where 3 


they condeſcend to term thoſe brethren, who, 


0 
during the three years beſide, are refuſed ad- I x 
mittance at their palace gates. In this re- p 
commendation their Lordſhips may have ti 
taken a few blackguards out of the ſtreets on 7 
Sundays, who infeſt them all the week beſides, n 
and are the means of doing, what many dread t 
will be the conſequence, putting it in then = 
power to be more completely wicked, render- u 
ing them diſſatisfied with their ſituations as el 


| hewers of wood and drawers of water—=de- 


taching them from the plough and the loom, | 

and putting them into a ſphere for which they it 

were never deſigned. t 
Should 


(-19 )) 

Should any of theſe Sunday-taught youths, 
by the encouragement the biſhops have al- 
ready given them, be induced to make appli- 
cation to their Lordſhips for holy orders, let 
me ſeriouſly intreat the interference of your 
== Grace's bigh authority in cauſing ſuch appli- 
; 4 cation to be rejected, for this, among many 
4 other reaſons; that there are more already by 
thouſands who wear the churches livery, with- 
out being fed at her-altar, A curacy in the 


preſent day, unleſs it be in a very retired 
corner of the kingdom, requires as much in- 
tereſt to procure as a living did formerly, 
The ſhameful practice of /e/ling preſentations, 
now ſo general, has eyen become an example 
to rectors and vicars, who actually ſell therr - 
curacies. The cuſtom of /elling degrees in our 
univerſities; or which is tantamount, ſelling 
that which entitles to them, a known mode 
of procedure with at leaſt one of our digni- 
taries, who has amaſſed a conſiderable fortune 
in this and in other ways equally reputable; 
this very commendable cuſtom extends itſelf to 
C 2 ſelling 


( 29 ) f 
felling titles and teſtimonials for holy orders, 3 


if not holy orders themſelves. Buyers and I 
ſellers in the temple are now ſo frequent, and 
the price is ſo enhanced, that many freehold | 
eſtates are ſold cheaper than livings. A prieſt 
who has not the means of purchaſing a cure 
of ſouls, be he never ſo learned, pious, or 
eloquent, is obliged to go in rags; and when if 
he indulges in the luxury of a dinner, he muſt Wi 
go to the cheapeſt ordinary he can find, tho' it Wi 
be ſituated in the reputablepariſh of St. Giles. 
In order to provide for the enſuing meal, he 
muſt make application to a Clencal Regiſter- 
office, from whence, if he is a favourite of 
the Leech who keeps it, and it happens to be 
2 wet night, he may be ſent to a remote part 

of the town to bury a corpſe, for which ſer- 
vice he is paid half-a-crown, deducting a ſhil- 
ling for the office-keeper. — Theſe are your re- 
wards, ye patterns of learning and virtue, who 

do not, dare not, cringe at a miniſter's levee, 
nor flatter a mitred eccleſiaſtic ! 


p 
Shall 
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Shall I conjure your Grace to attempt a re- 
formation of thoſe dreadful abuſes; to ſtem 
the torrent of corruption which pervades all 
ranks and degrees in the Chriſtian church ?— 
I know the anſwer I ſhall receive, if any be 
vouchſafed : © That innovations are dange- 


cc rous; that the ark muſt remain untouched; 
e that an open door will be ſpread to all 
« kinds of hereſies and ſchiſms ;—and, in 
« ſhort, that things had much better remain as 
te they are, than ſubje& them to ſo much ha- 
© zard.” — Theſe are the oftenſible reaſons ; 
but I dare aſſert, that the moſt uninformed 
reader of theſe pages is well acquainted with 
the real ones. The revenues of the church 
are ſo conſiderable, they are productive of ſo 
much conſequence, and ſo many conveniencies, 
that it would be the laſt degree of impolicy to 
attempt an innovation in any part, leſt it ſhould 


tend to the alteration of the whole. 


As I have mentioned the impropriety of 
admitting ſo many candidates into holy orders, 


as 
4 
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as ſervers of ale are ſome times admitted to 
ferve at the altar, as the unqualified are often 
accepted, to the utter rejection of thoſe who 
are otherwiſe, I will relate an anecdote of one 
of your Grace's predeceſſors, who attempted 
the examination of a young man applying for 
admiſſion to the Chriſtian miniſtry, 


A. perſon of yery mean appearance and ſhab- 
by attire, after repeated applications at the gates 
of the Archiepiſcopal Palace, and as repeat- 
ed refuſals from pampered menials, was at laſt 
admitted to his Grace's ſtudy.— The Ro- 
man pontiff himſelf, claiming immediate de- 
putation from heaven, could not have treated a 
wretch with more Luciferian pride and haugh- 
tineſs, than this High Prieſt of the Chriſtian 
religion (diſtinguiſhed above all others for in- 
culcating meekneſs and gentleneſs) did the 
poor candidate. Through much entreaty, the 
young man obtained leave to conſtrue part of 
the Greek Teſtament and Latin Articles be- 
fore his Grace, who vouchſafed, in a tone of 
much 


«4 


© - 


. 
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much conſequence, to approve his tranſlatign- _ 


A Yqur Grace does approve it,” ſaid the ean- 
didate?—< Yes,” ſaid the archbiſhop; © I did 
& not imagine you could have conſtrued fo 
well.” — You really did not? then, I muſt ins 


form your Grace, that I have purpoſely mi- 


& -onſtrued every word, imagining that you 
© were not competent to determine whether 1 
« did ſo or notg and I ſhould be aſhamed to 
« receive holy orders from ſuch unclaſſical 
© hands.” He immediately retired, tothe utter 
confuſion of the Archbiſhop, who rang his bell, 
ſeat for him back, and offered him a large pe- 
cuniary reward to conceal the affair. The 
reader will rejoice to hear that the young man's 
virtue (like that of Andrew Marvel) was equal 
to his learning; and though money he wanted, 
to ſatisfy urgent demands, he would not re- 
ceive any in fo diſgraceful a manner. W 

may very fairly conclude, that the Archbiſhop 
never attempted the examination of any other 
candidate, but left this duty, with many others 


to his chaplain, unleſs he adopted the wiſe ' 


method 


* 
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od or another Biſhop lately depatredthfs 
1 he could not fairly rid himſelf , 
of an examination, always held an Eoglith 
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